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Recommendation:  It is recommended that a further speed survey is undertaken the 
results of which to be reported to the next Speed Compliance Action Review Forum 
(SCARF) meeting so as to determine the most appropriate course of action to be 
taken. 
 
1. Summary 
 
The report summarises the investigations undertaken to determine the most appropriate 
course of action to be followed to verify the extent and severity of the reported speeding 
problems associated with Manteno Way, Bideford. 
 
2. Background 
 
Manteo Way, also known as The East the Water Link Road, was built to enable both a 
business and residential link to the east part of Bideford circa 2000.  It also serves as a 
suitable alternative diversion route when roadworks are taking place on Torrington Lane 
(C470) which prior to Manteo Way’s construction was the sole access to East the Water. 
 
Manteo Way is currently the main feeder road to one adopted estate and there is a further 
estate currently under construction (Watkins Way).  In addition to this there is a Tesco’s 
store directly adjacent to the road.  The road is on a bus route. 
 
Further residential development is planned adjacent to the road, with a roundabout about 
half way along its length. 
 
3.  Investigations 
 
Previous speed surveys show speeds to be generally compliant with the 30 mph speed limit 
with only occasional non-compliance.  The road is not suitable for the introduction of a 
20 mph speed limit as it does not meet Devon County Council’s current policy criteria.  Due 
to the nature of the road any reduction in the speed limit would not be self-enforcing and 
would likely lead to more instances of non-compliance than already exist.  
 
In the past five years (2010 to 2014) there have been two injury collisions reported 
to/recorded by the Police on Manteo Way between the junctions of Mines Road and the 
A386.  One of these collisions involved a car and pedestrian, the other involved a bus and 
light goods vehicle.  
 
2015 collision data is yet to be fully collected, verified and validated by the Department for 
Transport; it is due for release in May 2016. 
 

Please note that the following recommendation is subject to consideration and 
determination by the Committee before taking effect. 



 
The bus stop outside Biddiblack Way does occasionally cause minor tailbacks as the bus 
does have to wait against a central island.  This however would be similar to a bus stopping 
at any bus stop on a busy road where vehicles would be unable to pass due to traffic coming 
in the opposite direction and is in itself, causing minor tailbacks.  
 
4. Proposal 
 
It is proposed that that further hand held speed surveys are undertaken to ascertain 
up-to--date vehicle speed data that can accurately be analysed. 
 
It is also proposed that the results of the speed data are presented to the next SCARF 
(Speed Compliance Action Review Forum) meeting in association with the Police and DCC’s 
Road Safety Officers to analyse and interpret the results of the data along with the accident 
history to ascertain the most appropriate action to be taken, if deemed appropriate.  
 
5. Financial Considerations 

 
The speed survey will be funded from existing revenue budgets. 
 
6. Legal Considerations  
 
There are no lawful implications/consequences in connection with undertaking an additional 
speed survey  
 
7. Risk Management Considerations  
 
This proposal will need to be assessed and all necessary safeguards or action will need to 
be taken/included to safeguard the Council's position. 
 
8. Public Health Impact  
 
The proposal to carry out further vehicular speed checks in Manteo Way, Bideford is 
designed to help make Devon a place to be Safe and Naturally Active in a sustainable and 
low carbon environment.  
 
9. Options/Alternatives  
 
Options for intervention will be considered by the SCARF meeting with the benefit of the 
speed and casualty data. 
 
10. Reason for Recommendation/Conclusion  
 
The proposal to carry out further speed checks in Manteo Way, Bideford is to investigate the 
extent of the expressed safety concerns to both pedestrian and other vehicles due 
inappropriate vehicle speeds and to determine the most appropriate solution. 

 
David Whitton 

Head of Highways, Capital Development and Waste 
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Local Government Act 1972: List of Background Papers 
 
Contact for enquiries: Peter J R Brunt/Simon Phillips 
 
Room No. Ryefields, Kingsteignton, Devon/Brayhams, Okehampton, Devon. 
 
Tel No: (01392) 380192  
 

Background Paper  Date File Reference 
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